SCORING GUIDE FOR HISTORY ESSAYS

A "5" paper
*Takes a very clear point of view and skillfully organizes information to support it.

*Demonstrates detailed, accurate knowledge of the time period.

*Deals with the most significant issues/important ideas relevant to the question.

*Supports ideas and conclusions with appropriate and accurate reasons and

  evidence; provides relevant, specific examples (names, events, places, etc.)
*Correct spelling & grammar used effectively almost all of the time

A "3" paper
*Takes a point of view and adequately organizes information to support it.

*Demonstrates some knowledge of time period.

*Deals with relatively significant issues / ideas.

*Supports ideas and conclusions with at least some reasons and evidence; provides

  examples, but in limited depth.
*Spelling & grammar require moderate editing

A "1" paper
*Point of view usually is taken but it may be unclear and/or organization may be

  inconsistent.

*Knowledge of time period may be sketchy.

*Deals with less significant issues / ideas.
*Support for conclusion, if given, may be inadequate or irrelevant.
*Spelling & grammar require considerable editing
Structure of the paragraph:

1. The first sentence is your topic sentence.  Restate the question.

Example:

Question:  What were the causes of the American Revolution?

Restating the question:  The causes for the American Revolution were many. 

I would like to focus on two reasons why some colonists were for the war.

2.  A paragraph should focus on one main idea.

Incorrrect:  There were two reasons why some colonists were for the war and two reasons why others were against the war.

Correct: There were two reasons why some colonists were for the war.
3.  The rest of the paragraph provides evidence for or supports your topic sentence.  This where you bring in the details.

4.  Your paragraph should have at least 5 to 7 sentences.

5.  You should have a concluding sentence.

You can think of a concluding sentence as a sort of topic sentence in reverse.
